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excecding £3,889,736 be granied out of
the Congolidated Revenue Fund of
Western Australia, and e further sum
not cxcceding £144,218 from the Suale
of Governmeni Property Trust Account,
Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

BILLS (2) RETURXNED FROM
THE COUXNCIL.
1, General Loan and Inscribed’ Stock
Act Amendment (Without amendment).
2, Verinin Boards Ac¢t Amendment

(With amendments.)

House adjourned ¢t 8- 556 a.m. (Thursday).

Legislative Council.
Thursday, 28th October, 1915.
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CHARTER OF 8.8, “WESTERXN
AUSTRALIA”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew——Central} [(3.53]: I bave to
intorm members that the State steamship
“Western Australia” has been chartered
by the British Government al a fee of
£18,000 a year, the Brilish Government
taking all risks and bearing all expenses.
The ship is to he used for the purpose
of & hospital during 1he duration of the
war.

BILL—ITEALTI ACT AMENDMENT,

Third Kending.

The COLOXTAL SECRFETARY {1lon.
J. AL Drew—{'entral) [3.3]: [ move— ~
That the Bill be now read a ithird
time.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Centraly [3.6]:
I dv not inlend to delay the Bill in its
passage throngh the third reading, but
desire to draw the attention of bon. mem-
bers to the fact thai one of the argu-
ments which I msed against the urgency
of the Bill, especiallv. was that there was
nothing to show in the official stalisiies
that the health of {his communily was
gelting worse, but that on the other hand
it was getting better. 1 quoted stalistics
showing lhat fthe disease with which this
Rill de:ﬂ is  praetically insignifieant,
campared With the population of ihe
State. and that it eerlainly was not in-
creasing. I backed up that statement by
saving that the geperal death rate of
Western Australin had fallen some 50
per cent. during the last 10 ar 11 years,
and that the infantile dealh rate had
fallen to half of what it was 10 years
awvo. The dehate has heer of a very
illaminating charaeter, but to my aston-
ishment, on the main arcument which I
need in  reference 1o svphilis, it was
siated by one of the chief members of
the House, the memher who by Lis posi-
lion is maest cualified to speak on the
snhject, that the statisties which I quoted
were perfectlv worthless. T must say that
wns & surprise to me. If. when we take
up the statistics of Australia in reference
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to any mortality table we are told that
the statistics are worthless, what are we
to believe in place of them? There is
no doubt that if the statisties in refer-
ence to one disease are imperfect, it is
only reasonable to believe that the disease
exists {0 a grealer exlent than is shown
by the statistics. On the same argument,
the other morfality tables inust be worth-
less, and those who die must be spread
over the other diseases in the other tables.
It is an exiraordinary statemenl o make,
for if we are not to depend on the official
mortality statisties of Australia given by
medical men whai are we Lo depend
upon? But while these mortality tables
are said to be worthless they are appar-
ently reliable in connection with the death
of =omne pauper, some poor creature who
was abandoned, uncared for by anyone,
and left to die. The stafistics in a ease
of this sort are said to be reliable, becanse
@s the person had no friend in the world
there was no means of preventing the
issne of a death certificate, in the form of
the bar sinister of this abominable disease.

Hon, J. Cornell: They will not worry.

Hon. W. PATRICK: Dead men will
ot winTy, of course. There is something
‘wrong if the official statistics of Aus-
tralia are of suech a npature as lo be
-worthless in relation to any braoch of
_martality eases, They are perfectly
‘rrefutable in oné particulat branch. The
death rate of Western Australia and the
general death rate during the last 10 or
11 years has fallen from 13.40 to 9.36;
in other words, it has fallen 50 per CEI.lt.
T one disease is increasing all other ('h_s-
eases must be decreasing. The infantile
death rate, the rate which is supposed
to he chiefly affected, has fallen from 142,
ten or 11 years ago, to 71 in 1913, That
js all T want to say to the House. What-
ever anyone may say, if a person 18 u‘ot
on safe grounds in guoting the official
statistics of Ausiralia, we are not on safe
grounds anywhere.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and .retumed to
the Legislative Assembly with amend-

ments.

[COUNCIL,]

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—Amendment, siz
months.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hown. J, CORNELL (South) [4.13]:
I desire to extend my sympathy to the
leader of the House it regard to the
Bill which be now has charge of. It
is rather remarkable that this Bill
has been such a long while on the stocks.
1t is ostensibly to suit eouniry members,
but every one who has spoken so far is
not satislied with it. It does not go Lav
enough in their opinion, or give thenr
that measure of relief whiek they are de-
sirous of having. I approach the malter
from another standpoint, I am totally
opposed to the Rill, root and branch.
It has been said that the Bill was intro-
duced as a result of a definite promise
marde by the Government, Ii is a Govern-
ment measure and a Government measure
only. Tt has not the endorsement or the
backing of the Labour party. 1o all of
the congresses of the Labour party, smee
the incepiion of the Labour pasty, this
question has never been disenssed, aad
though a promise was given, as stated by
Mr, Carson, and was to some exient re-
sponsible for the return of the present
Government in 1911, that prowmise was
made as a Government promise and not
as a party promise. Since 19I1 amother
congress has sat and it formulated the
poliey for tbis Parliament, bui the ques
tion of the repricing of land was never
mentioned. I want members to know
where I stand. I stand bound by the
policy Iaid down by the congresses of the
Labour party.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittencom - Then vou
are not an independent critic?

Hon. J. CORNELL: ¥ has been said
that the object of the measure is to relieve
struggling settlers. 1 bave every sym-
pathy for the struggling setilers. T know
what it is to fizht one’s way through en
the land. I have gone through it and
have had that much of it that T have no
desire to take it on again. But we must
take into consideration that a measure
such as this aims at the birthright of un-
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born generations, Every child yet un-
born bas as much right to God's lerilage
as thuse who live to-day. The setilers
have struggled, hul as one who has been
throagh the mill, I tlink if we weigh
the hardships undergone by another sec-
tion of the community we will lind that
their struguie is just as hard as the
strogele of the setiler, with this difference,
that the seftler takes up his land under
our he works and in-
proves his lapd, and a< population grows
so does the value or that land improve.
It has been said that the prices fived by
the late Government in 1910 were (oo
lugh.  Mr. Carson stated that it was on
that erv (o a certain extent that this (iov-
ernmenl were refurned lo power, Every
election has heen foushi vn the guestion
of the non-nlienntion of land, and though
this was a plank 1n the Labour party's
platform at the 1911 election, shill the
Labour party won, Why is the price of
the land foo “igh? We know that we
have gone through a suceession of
dronghi=. I venture to say that if we
had four or five vears such as this vear
the Government. five years hence, would
not think the price of land was too high.
Both the Minister for Lands and the Col-
onial Seeretary when introducing the Bill
said that the prices fixed in 1910 were
much too high, when we remembered the
maximum prices fixed before 1910. The
Minister for Lands said that the land
around Northam and Grass Valley was
sold vears before at 10s. an acre, hut o
we not know that land in Sydney was
given away for a gallon of ram? It is
no argument at all that we should alter
the price of land to-day becaure the land
which was alicnated hefore 1910 was sold
at too low a price, The Government have
arrived at n method of repricing. so far
as T can learn. on the questions of dis-
tanre from railway, rainfall and fertility
of soil. T agree that the distance from a
railway is a reasonable bhasis on which
to reprice land. Tt has heen =aid that
the rainfall i< are of the main fealures

present 8ysieni:

surrounding the introduction of this
measare. It has been =said that Mr.
Mitchell sent farmers ont too far
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trom the safe rainfall belt, but we
have gone through serious droughts, and
£ they continued, {he land would be
uf no use to anyone. After all, this is a
question of assumption, 1t in no way
coincides with the chart put forward to
the settlers by the late Government and
1 venture to say that if we have a sucees-
sion of gued sensons, not so good as this
vear, but elorely approaching it, we will
urtive ot a different assumption from that
which the (iovernment have arrived at
to-loy on the question of fertility. We
know that as far as wheat growing is
concerned, it we have the rainfall we can
very nearly make ile fertility. but the
fertility of the land i3 nit allugether a
fuetor whieh stands by jtel1f.  The fer-
tility ol the land tu a great extent is de-
1endent upan the persen who is working
it. Therc is one feature which has not
vet been introduced by either Ministers
in conneetion with the repricing, and I
claim il is an essentinl feafure. No
regard has heen paid to the increase of
jropulation.  There is no one in this
Chamber pessimistic enough to think thai
the population of Western Australia ig
not going to inerease. If the population
were to remain slationary, despite the
rainfall, despite bow one might tickle
the soil, and despite the railways, the
valne would not increase. Tt is a gener-
ally necepted axtom that population alone
alds to the value of the land. This Gov-
ernment should have hesitated before tak-
ing this step, and it should have given
some consideration to the plank swhich
stands in Lheir platform, namely, the
non-alienation of Crown land. T have
sail that the 1911 eleetion was fought to
a large extent on the non-alienation of
Crown Jand plank of the platform and
now eclaim that this Government have not
kept in step or bave not kept in accord
with that plank. Sinee the inception of
the Tahour party in the nolitieal arena
in Western Australia, that plank has
alwnys been in the platform, and it is
a plank which is included in almost every
working elass party platform throughout
the world. T know that the Minister for
F.ands never had any time for it. T know
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that at every congress he has attended he
has tried to put it off the platform alto-
gether, After some 20 years of exist-
ence as a party, we find that the last
congress at Fremantle removed that
plank from the general to the fighting
platform, and now we find that this Bill
proposes not only lo conlinue what this
Government was pledged to disallow if
it eould, but interferes with the methods
Ther preaecessors 1n ollice earried ouw,
It would have been in aceord with the
Labour party’s plaliform if the Govern-
ment repriced this land on the unim-
proved value with the right to reprice al
certain periods, and then said fo the
settlers, “We are salisfied; experts have
told us that the late Government in earry-
ing out ils poliey of the alienaiion of
Jand over-charged you for that, but we
as a party have been retnrned to diseon-
tinue that policy. We have revalued vour
land. We will grant you a lease in per-
petuity at our valuation, or you may
keep what you got from the other Gov.
ernment.” Had that been done, the Gov-
ernment would have kept faith with the
Labour party’s platform and ideals, but
the Government are seeking to reduce
the price of land alienated by other Gov-
erniments and not only has the plank,
which many of us hold so dear, been
deparfed from, but it has been flonted,
and not only has the policy of our pre-
decessors been perpetuated, but it has
heen—well, 1 cannot find a word strong
enongh to express my opinion. That is
the chief reason why I object to this
Bill. Tt is no business of onrs as a party
to interfere with land which was alien-
ated prior to our party taking office.
That should be allowed to remain as it
was. It may be said that this is a meas-
ure to placate the farmer, but so long
as the settler believes in alienation, which
1 beljeve is a fallacy, and so long as the
Labour party are pledged to non-alien-
ation, their interesis must be as wide
epart as the poles. When election day
comes, so long as that plank stands in

our platform it is useless and the results
in the past have shown thai it would be
ridienlous to endeavonr to got the votes
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of the farmers. Therefore, from the
point of view of the Government getting
votes, this Bill will be of no utility.

Hon. C. Sommers: You are giving the
show away.

Hon, J. CORNELL: 1 am not, bui I
am speaking from actual experience. The
faciner seems to think be must have (he
fee simple of his land. 1t secms io ba
a part of his veligion, and se long as
e thinks so I do nor see itow ha can
logically vote for me who would take it
away from him to-morrow.

Hon. W. Patrick: What would you do
with it?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Let the land out
on lease in perpetuity to the hon. mem-
ber. 1t has been said that, though it is
clainted the non-alienalion plank of the
platform will assure to the people the
unearned inerement from the land, Chis
can be taken back by way of taxation.
I think that phase of the question has
not entered the Government’s mind, If
it has done so, the fact has not been borne
out by actual experience. An endeavour
has been made by the present Government
to alter the incidence of taxation on land,
and it failed dismally. So long as this
House is constituted as al present and so
long as the franchise remains as at pre-
sent, T am firmly of opinion that the de-
mocracy of this country will not have an
opportunity to alter the incidence of
taxation as applied to the land.

Hon. C. Sommers: How do you ac-
couni for the workers wanting freehold
for workers’ homes?

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is easily
answered. [t may be hratal to say it, but
I think it comes about through ignoranece.
1 do not want to discuss the relative
merits of non-alienation and alienation of
land. If members wish to pursue that
branch of the subject I would refer them
to Alfred Russel Wallace’s work on
Land Nationalisation or to the man of
the hour, Mr. Tloyd George, who for a
long time was a land taxer and who has
developed into a land nationaliser. Tt
has been said the passing of this Bill will
mean a loss of £30,000 per annum to the
revenue of the State. The Minister for
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Lands in another place said he was not
sure whether this loss would extend over
the 30 years or not. Every member of
this Houwse is entitled to know, when a
coneession such as this is proposed, what
it means in actual cash to the eonsolidated
revenite of the State and wbat the tax-
payers will have to make good. If this
loss of £30,000 per annum is to coutinue
for 30 years——

Hon. W, Pairick: Is it not £30,000 for
the 30 years?

The PRESIDENT : Order! There
have been 13 interruptions during this
speech. I must insist on the Standing
Orders being observed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If my reading of
the report in the TWest Australian is
correet, the hon. member will find that
the Minister said the loss would he
£30,000 per annum, but be did not know
whether it would extend over the full
term of 30 years. These are bad times
for almost every individual in the com-
munity, and nore especially for the work-
ing classes, The cost of living has in-
creased by 40 per cent. and nnemploy-
ment has increased almost in the same
ratio. For the farmers, however, the
seasons are good and everything now
looks fairly prosperous. Yet it is pro-
posed to give the farmers rebates to the
extent of £30,000 per annum, and that
sum must he made good by the general
taxpayers. It has heen said that the
£30,000 per annum could not he econ-
sidered a loss because the settlers hetween
them would have fhat much extra ecapital
with which {n develop their holdings. If
a man has taken np 1,000 acres at £1 per
acre, and the price is reduced to 15s. per
acre, and his rental is fixed at 94, per
acre per annum, it means an actual dif-
ference io the farmer of £12 10s. which
represents the extra amount available to
him to put into the development of his
land. T eannot conceive that €12 10s. is
going to mean the difference beiween
keeping settlers on their holdings or of
their going off. So far as the rebafes
will provide increased ecapital for the
farmers to put inte the development of
their land, this will be a very small mat-

[74]
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ter indeed. I notice by tbe map that the
agricultural portion of my constituency
comes under the proposed repricing
scheme, and a very small portion of it is
marked A. The effect of the repricing
of the Esperance Jand on the farmers of
Esperanee, 1 think, will not mean the
difference of a vote for or againat me on
that score. There is another section of
the community to whom very liftle con-
sideration has becn given, bat who ogea-
sionally take wup land; T refer to the
mining community. For a mining lease
the rent is £1 per year per acre for a 20
years’ tenure. No fee simple is given.
Also it is necessary {o put a certain pum.
ber of men on the lease and keep them
employed. It does not matter whether
the lease is at Mount Weld or at Kal-
goorlie, the rent is the same. Tt does not
matter whether it is 1,000 wmiles or five
miles from n railway, the rent is the
same. It does not matter whether the
locality has freguent rains or no rains
at all, or whether the lease 15 tich in gold
or otherwise, the rent is fixed hard and
fast. No section of the community were
more due for recognition in this direction
of vevising the rents charged for land
than were the miners, but we find during
the last four vears that the Labour Gov-
ernment have heen in office, Bill after
Bill has heen brought down in the in-
terests of the agrienltural industry and
those engaged in it. The hon, Mr. Bax-
ter has said that the farmers in this State
do not get the amount of assistance that
those in the other States receive. All T
can say is that if they want any more
assistance. let them take the whole
damned lot. Yot onlv do they get assist-
anee in the wav of legislation

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the
hon. member to withdraw that word; it is
not Parlinmentary,

Hon. J. CORNELIL: T bhow o vour
ruling.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
will withdraw the word “damned.”

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, I withdraw it.
Not oy has legislation been introduced
and passed for the purpose of keeping
them on the land, but every legislative ef-
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fort to make the conditions of those they
employ aliltle better has been turned down
nneeremoniously by this House, Even a
slight piece of legislation, which in its
final analysis would affect no one—I re-
fer to the WAines Regulation Bill—the
Labour members could not get through
this House; but now, as a reward for all
we have done and suffered, we are asked
fo require the general taxpayers of this
State, ineluding the mine workers, to put
their hands in their pockels and find an
extra amount of £30,000 per annum in
taxation, I have httle 1o add. T helieve
the time is fast approaching when true
T.abourites thronghout Western Australia
will point the finger of seorn at all those
who favoured this particular piece of
legislation. That is my ¢pinion, and when
the time ecomes I wish to be in a position
to say that this Bill did not go throngh
witlk wmy support. Tt would have been
much better for me and mneh more eon-
zenial to myself—T do not like to oppose
the leader of the Honse—to sit silent and
take no part whatever in the discussion
on this measure. Bui, as a member of
the Labour party and as a member of the
Legistature, T elaim a higher duty than to
support Governments or individnals; and
thot duty is to do the hest T can in the
interests of those who have sent me here.
X move—

That the word “now be struck onf,
and “this day siz months” added lo the
maotion,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [3.48]:
I second the amendment pro forme.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[3.49]: I am sure we have all listened
with a great deal of inierest to the can-
did eriticism to which Mr. Cornell has
subjected the Government, of which he
is usnally so ardent a supporter. T can
extend to the hon. memher at all events
thiz erumab of comfort: if the Govern-
ment have not pleased or satisfied the
memhers of the Labour party and those
who sent them into Parliament, T can
assure him that they have not pleased
or satisfied anyone else. So that, if we
are all of one mind in this important
matter-—a matter that must he of the
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very highesl importance when it applies
to the Government of a Siate at a erin-
cal time like this—it should not be long
before we have a better Administration.
The hon. member suggesis that this Bill
ought to be rejeeted in ihe interests of
future generations. It is not for me to
say how future generations will regard
the action of this section of the com-
munity or of that. But I have no hesi-
tation in saying that the men who dur-
ing the pnst few vears lent themselves
and who in the imumediate future lend
themselves to the work of the develop-
ing of the wheat areas of Weslern Aus-
tralia, and those politieal parties that
seek 10 aid them in their enterprise, need
not fear the acensing eyes of the unhorn.
With Mr, Baxter T regret very much ihat
a Bill of this imporiance should be
brought down so late in ihe session. Wa
ave told now that the session is to bhe
bronght to a close as quickly as possible
—unext week, 1 believe, has been men-
tioned as the latest date on which Par-
liament is to sit. 1 e¢annot help being im-
pressed with the danger that may arise
from any attempt to introdnce import-
ant amendments into this particular Bill.
1f, through the introduction of such
amendinents, the Bill should escape con-
sideration in the elosing hours of this
session, its loss will undoubtedly lead to
a great deal of hearthurning on the part
of these who have something io gain
from this very inadequate and verv tar-
dily offered act of so-called justice on
the part of the present Administration.
T am entirely in sympathy with theam-
endments which have been suggested hy
Mr, Baxter and Mr. Carson. But before
urging members of thiz House fo sup-
port those amendments I wanl to know
something fawrly definite as to the atti-
tude of those members whe at the last
general election were returned to Parlia-
ment as special and particular represen-
tatives of the farmer. So far as the
members of the Comntry party in this
Chamber are concerned, I am enfively
satisfied with their knowledge of the
position, with their absolute sincerity,
and with their determination io do the
hest they can for the farmer and for the
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Staie. But when we coma (o the mem-
bers of the same party in another place
we encounter a more complex sitvation.
I have endeavoured to obtain some idea
as {o how this Bill, and the amendments
that to me seem necessary, the amend-
ments sugpested by Mr, Baxter and one
or two other members, are regarded by
the special representatives of the farmer
who were clected to another place only
12 months ago. 1 have heen af some pains
to inform myself on that point, and T
lind that amendmenis alinost ideniical
with those now suggested by Mr. Baxter
were submitted in another plare, In all,
six divisions were laken on the mend-
menis. On the first of these divisions
one Country party member voted for
the amendment, three voted with the
Government against it, and four re-
Frained altogether from voting. On the
second division one Country party mem-
ber voted for the amendment and scven
voted with the Government. On the
third, five voted for the amendment and
three with the Government. On the
fourth also, five voted for the amend-
ment and three with the Government. On
the fifth, three voted for the amendment
four with lhe Government, and one did
nat vote at all, On the sixth division five
Country parfy members voted for the
amendment and three abstained alto-
gether from voting. Apparently the aim,
and at all events the accomplishment, of
these special and direct represenfatives
of the farmer in another place was to
completely and absolutely disfranchise
the whole of their constitnents in order
that the Government might not be em-
barrassed. 1 bhave always understood that
the one claim put forward by this party
was that jis formation guaranteed sol-
idarity whenever 1{he interests of the
farmer were in question. Tt has notling
to do with me whether that party has
seen fit to abandon the plank of solid-
arity, but in view of the lateness of the
session and of the obvious desire of
many members of the Labour pariy both
in this Chamber and in another place—
as illustrated by the speech to which we
have just listened-—to do nothing what-
tver for the farmer, I feel that it is
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necessary to procced cautiously even be-
fore endeavouring to introduce into this
Bill those amendments without whieh, I
fear, it will be of very little value in-
deed.  Therefore, T want to put a ques-
tion to Mr. Baxter. I want to put to him
a very simple propesition. When he
moves his amendments, will he give the
Committee—the House will then be in
Comnitlee—an assuranee lhat the party
of which he 15 a member means husiness?
Mg is a very simple proposition. [£ the
members of ihe Country party in an-
nther place desire these amendiments and
are prepared to fight for (hem, thev can
secure n majority on  practically” every
one of them, That is what I shall want

- to know from Mr, Baxier when he puts

forward his amendmen!, because, so far
as I am concerned, I do nat intend to be
a party to the losing of Lhis Bill simply
by attempting to get into it amendments
witich the people nost immediately con-
cerned do not intend to hattle for, I
know that if the Bill should bhe lost as
the result of atiempted amendmeni here
a seclion of the Country party—a small
section, 1 know, but a section so un-
serupulous that there is nothing in the
way of lving and slander to which they
will not descend—will never tire of go-
ing about the country telling ihe people
that they, the settlers, have lost this Bill.
and the benefits that might acerne to
them under it, because of the action of
the Liberal members of the Legislative
Couneil. Therefore I say in all earnest-
ness, and meaning what I say, that
whilst T am heart and soul in svmpathy
with the amendments Mr. Baxter pro-
poses to move, and whilst I realise that
without amendmenls of that kind this
Bill is practically of very little value to
the community generally, T am not go-
ing to risk its rejection—because of
those who will benefit by ifs enactment
—unless the hon, member can give me
some assurance that the party of which
he is a member want this action taken
and are prepared to back it up in an-
other place. Now, in introducing the
Rill the Minister referred to “thase ex-
periencedd and capable gentleraen” who
had constituted the board appointed by
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The reference was entirely
apt and proper. They were experienced
and capable gentlemen. But surely we
are entitled to ask why the Governwent,
in introdncing this Bill, have not only
departed from the promise which they
made to the farmers, but have also ig-
nored the most important recommenda-
tion made by that partienlar board.
This Bill does not carry out the recom-
mendation made by the board of experi-
enced and eapable gentlemen. 1 do not
know that it is worth while dwelling to
any extent on the map and plan now
hanging upon the wall of this Chamber,
because I understand that it is not in-
tended they sball form part of the Bill.
They are intended, I believe, as a sort
of general guide to members as to what
the Government propose to do if the Bill
is carried into effeci. The method of
classificalion is allogether unscientific and
in many cases ridienlous. Mr. Baxter
referred Lo the faet that at one point on
the Wongan Hills line there was 2 spot
where the four elassifications, A, B, C,
and D, met. I de not want to repeat
what he said, but I want to make this
clear, that at that point the land is the
same. It is first class land in zones A,
B, C and D—all first class land. That
is what Mr. Baxter was referring to.
The 25s. land in zone A and the 13s. 6d.
land in zone D, whieh zones adjoin each
other, are both first clags land, and are
both classified as first class. So that the
position would be that a man in zone A,
414 miles from a railway, would pay
25s. per acre for his land, while a man
in zone D, on the railway, would pay
13s. 6d. for exactly the same quality
of land, the fwo blocks being separated
from each other by a distance of only
five or six miles. The position is ob-
viously ridienlous, and it ean be equalled
in almost every feature of the classifiea-
tion, as shown upon the map. For in-
stanee, Clause 2 of the Bill provides that
regard shall be had to the distance from
a port. Absolutely no provision is made
to have regard to distance from a port
in that classification. Then again, in the
matter of extending the periods of pay-
ment there is another curious anomaly.

Mr. Bath.

[COUNCIL.]

Clause 3 provides that the rent shall be
only 6d. per aere per annum so long as
that rate will cover the payment in 30
years. The result of this will be, sup-
posing two parties each took up land
to the value of £1.000, but one of 10s.
land and the other of 20s. land, that in
the first case the payments wonld spread
over only 20 vears, because 6d. per acre
per annum ecovers the payment in 20
yvenrs, while in the second caze the
pavments would spread over 30 vyears.
Now, in the first case the eapital value
of the payment would be £641 13s. 4d.,
while in the second ease the capital
value would be £529 3s. 4d4. So, of these
two men each taking up £1,000 worth of’

. land, the man taking up the higher price

land would gain an advantage of £112
10s. No system appears to bave been
followed, either in the matter of clas-
sification or in the extension of the
period, 1 fail to see how justice ean be
done in that particular respeet by mak-
ing the 30-year period apply te 2ll Jand
settlement. However, T do not see much
nse in referring to that. In the map
some curious and artistic alterations.
have been made since it first appeared -
on the wails of another Chamber. When
I first saw that map all the white por-
tion along the Midland railway line was
coloured. Now T see it has been very
carefully pasted over in white. I donot
know why. Possibly the Midland Com-
paby have raised what would, in the eir-
cumstanees, be a reasonable objection to
the Government eclassifying their land
and inferentially svuggesting that the
company ought to reduce the price of
their land to their settlers, The map
and the A B C D E F chart are just the
sort of thing one would see in a country
school. I do not know that they are of
very much more value to us than they
would be te a country school, because
we are told they are not binding, either
on us or on the Government, and they
have not in fact any definite bearing on
the procedure under the Bill. The state-
ment made by Ministers here and in an-
other place is that the object of the Bill
is to eorrect the errors of the previons
Administration. I do not think any op-
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ponent of the present Government has
ever said anything so truly eritival of
the present Administration as that. The
Government, in the ffth year of office,
have set out to corvect an error of their
predecessurs, an error too which the
Governmmeni and their supporters dwelt
upon and exaggerated from every piai-
form in the clection of 1911. What
could one sav more bitterly hostile to
the administration ol the Covernment
than that in theiv fifth year of office they
have set out to remedy an error
of their predecessors? Mr. Cullen, speak-
ing yesterduy, veferred to the wave of
enthusiasm in the matter of land settle-
ment which had induged numbers of
people to go out beyond what was pre-
viously considered a safe rainfall area.
I do not know whether he intended io
praise or to blame those responsible for
that wave of enthusiasm, but I would
ask hon, members to consider this gues-
tion: If we lad not had that wave of
enthusiasm, unless those hundreds and
thousands of people had gone out to
undertake the difficult task of developing
the wheat lands of the State, what would
they have been doing during the last
three or four years? What other open-
ing would there have been for them in
this State$ In what other industry wonld
they have found employment? Is it not
highly probable that many of them would
bave had to go from Western Australia
and we woold have heen compelled io
make the shameful admission that the
State could not earrv a pepulation of
300,000 people? And if it had not been
for that wave of enthusiasm, what bright
spot would there have heen on the hori-
zon at the present time? Five vears ago
the annual value of our cereal products
was half a million: heeause of that wave
of enthusiasm, we confidently expect the
value of our cereal products this year
will reach the fine total of 3% millions
sterling. T know that recently a new
rlase of politiral economists has sprung
up, and the other day we had an irre-
aponsible representative of the Trades
Hall telling the Premier that the only
way to meet the present difficulty was
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to provide for higher wages and shorter
homrs. He may be right, but I confess
1 am unable to shake myself free of the
old theory that wealth production is.
after all, the only basis of prosperity
for a country, or for the individuals liv-
ing in it; and in view of those figures of
wealth prudueclion now and five years
ago, I feel il is nnnecessary for anybody
to apologise for the land policy of ihe
late Libernl Adminisiration, or for the
land policy of the late Minister for Lands
{Hon. J. Mitchell). 1 am econfident that
the work M. Mitchell did in promoting
land settlement and wealth produetion in
this conntry will be remembered with
appreciation and gratitude when the very
names of his crities and successors will
have been entirely forgotten. At the
oot of the policy of the late Tibera}
Administration in the matter of land
settlement was this idea: “We cannot get
rieh men to go in and develop the lands
of Western Australia; therefore we are
faced with two alternatives, to leave the
work undone, or try te do it with men
with little or no capital.” 1t was a diffi-
cult enterprise to embark upen, and, to
my mind, it was unfortunate for this
State that tbose who embarked on that
poliev—the only possible poliey at the
time, and as the resnlt of which Western
Australia will vet reap srent advantage
—it is a pity, I say, that those who em-
harked on it were not permitted to see
it through its initial stages. The first
Minister for Lands in the present Gov-
ernment made it his first aciion to des-
troy the securities of the farmer by a min-
ute written in actual defiance of the
provisions of the Land Aect, and the pre-
sent attitude of the Government towards
the farmer is tllustrated in the Tndustries
Assistance Bill, and the measure we are
now disenssing, whilst the attitude of the
Lahour party generally is, [ suppose,
illustrated by the speeeh we have just
heard from Mr. Cornell. Of course. an-
olher great misfortune was this: When
this experiment of settline poor men on
the land was attempted, there followed at
once four of the very worst seasons, from
the point of view of rainfall. experienced
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in Western Australia in recent years. 1t
was having all these things in mind that
the board of ecapable and experienced
gentlemen to which the Colonial Secre-
tary bas referred, made its report. And
in making its report it did not say that
the lands had been too highly priced. Tt
said they had not been. It said that,
with the exception ol errors bound to
be made in any circumstances, and which
can be corrected, the land was sold too
cheaply rather than too dearly. And these
capable and experienced gentlemen also
pointed out that, even had the land been
too highly priced it could not have aifected
the situafion up to the present, because
uone of the new settlers lad yet been
called upon to pay the higher rates. Bnti
those gentlemmen pointed out that if we
try to develop the lands with men of
{iltle or no eapital we must make excep-
tionally easy terms for {hem during the
first few years; and the hoard recom-
nmended an exemption from rent for, |
think, the fivst five vears. Why did not
the Government follow the recominenda-
tion submitted to them by those capable
and experienced gentlemen of their own
appointment? To my mind it is almest
ihe only reform worih fighting for in the
interests of the settler, to give lum imime-
diate relief, relief during the first few
years of his operations on the land. If
we are nof prepared to give him that re-
lief, then such relief as is offered by the
RBill will only he effeetive in a limited
number of cases, and that only to a par-
tial extenf. It is all very well to call
attention to the parlous condition of the
State’s finances. How has that condition
been brought about? That condition has
heen set vp by reckless extravagance and
by indulgence in socialistic experiments,
and it is not going te be remedied by
doing injustice to the wealth prodncer.
We are told that the loss from this sug-
gestion will he £30,000 for the first year.
The Minister does not pretend that it
will he £30,000 all along, but only for
the first vear. That mav seem a large
amounf, but if we are going to compare
it with the losses incurred vear after year
on enterprises that do no good te any-

[COUKNCIL.)

body, and if we are going to remember
that that loss may mean the holding fast
fo what is now fhe second most valuable
producing industry in the State, and
whick scon will be the first most valu-
able, £30,000 becomes an utterly insig-
nificant amount. The Minister for Works
only last evening told ihe membhers of
another place that he had lost 30,000
last vear on the State Implement Works.
The Government, hopelessly, recklessly,
apparently with every possible satisfac-
tion, lost £30,000 in a year on a social-
istic enferprise, and now they speak of
the loss of £30,000 in revenne, which they
have no right to get, as something ap-
palling, something which is going fo
wreck the finances of the State. Another
puinl which T would emphasise: This
relief was promised to the setiler three
or four years age. Had the promise been
kept, he would have heen enjoying the
reduced rental for the past three or four
vears, Is the settler to suffer because the
Government have failed to keep then
promise in due time? To me it seems a
most unjust proposition that, if we have
been overcharging a man for (he last
three or four years, he is not to have his
rebale immediately bul is to wait for it
till the end of his term, some 20 or 23
vears hence. I do not think anybody
whose term will expire 15, 20, or 25
years hence is very likely then to be in
sueh a position that the retwn of this
money will be of great consideration to
him. 1 do not believe anybody thinking
that would remain on the land for a
week. It would not be worth his while;
because, afier all, our settlers are of the
cream of the community. They could
earn their livelihood in other capacities
if they wished to, and they would notl ke
likely to stop on the land unless they
conld see a definite prospect of making
good. Another difficulty under which the
setilers are labouring is that they have
not heen given the faecilities promised.
The policy of the Liberal Administration
of settling people with little money on
the land was allied to the further policy
thai settlement shonld be followed wp
gutekly with rallwavs and other facili-
ties. The present Administration have not
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done that. Instead of building railways
as quickly as required—| know 1 shall
pe met wilh the arguwment that ihey are
building as quickly as their predecessors:
but their predecessors had only starced
thi= policy. and under their administra-
tion railway coustruction would have in-
creased as fast ns  seltlement has in-
creased. Had the Governmenl devoted to
ratiway construction the money spent on
losinge socialistic enterprises, there would
not lie 2 man whe took up his land as
long ago as three vears, but who to-day
would have been within a reasonable dis-
tance of a railway. Now [ want to give
e Government this  solemn  warning:
alrcady not a few settlers have abandoned
their holdings. Tn the near future other
abandonments will follow unless the sel-
tler is given a ehante of making good,
Personally, | do nof think the Bill gives
him a chance. As T have said, T hope the
Bill will pass, if we cannot gel anything
better, hecause the Bill will give relief
in eertain instances; but it will not give
all of the settlers a ehanee, and it is
going to be a serions matter fur Western
Australia if anything like abandonment
of loldings on a large seale takes place.
It will constitote a monstrous erime
against the hest interests of the State if
gsneh a thing is permitted, and the people
on whom the blame will rest will not he
the past Administration who earnestly
endeavoured fo make Western Anstralia
a great wheni-producing country; it wiil
rest on those who have failed to recognise
the responsibilities of the Siate towards
those who prodnce the wealth on which
alone all the people can live. 1 intend
to sapport the second reading, and T will
support Mr. Baxter in his amendmepts
if he can assure me fhat the party of
which he is a member will back us up.

QOn motion by Hon. W. Patrick debate
adjourned.

BILL—VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message received from the Assembly
notifving that the Council's amendment
had heen agreed to.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Permanent Heserve,

2, Road Closure.
Received from the Assembly,

BILL — LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MEXNT COXNTINUANCE.
Assembly’s Message.

Further consideration, from the pre-
vions day, of Messuze from ihe Legisla-
tive Asscmbly disagrecing to the amend-

ments made by the Couneil,

The PRESIDENT: When Mr, Kings-
mill was speaking vesterday it was in a

general way and he did not cunelnde
with a motion. 1 shall now allow him to
o so.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropoli-

tan) [4.38]: I have to apologise to mem-
bers for my lapse of memory in not
moving that a Message be sent to the
Assembly. [ infended to move that a
Message e sent emhodying the views
which I then gave, 1 thank members for
allowing me an opportunity of repairing
the error 1 then made. I move—

That the following Message be sent
to the ssembly :—The Legislative
Council acqueints the Legislative .1s-
sembly that it has congidered its
Message No. 28 dealing with the
Licensing .Act Amendment Conlinuance
Bill and that the Legislative Council
see no reason to depart from the pro-
cedure it has adopted in amending thot
Bill, as the amendments introduced are
n s opinion relevant lo the subject
matter of the Bill as required by ils
Standing Order 193 and the title of
the Bill has been amended to the extent
required under Standing Order 198
and so veported. The Council further
so claims that as the case if fully dealt
with under its Standing Orders there
iy no necessity lo seek other authorities
but would point out in answer to the
contention that the procedure on er-
piring laws econtinuance Bills s viol-
ated by the course adopted by the
Council—(1) That there is no analogy
between an expiring law continuance
Rill as presented to the British Parlia-
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ment which re-enacts several expiring
Acts set forth in @ schedule to the Bill
and the Bill now under consideration,
(2) That if suck wanalogy exist pre-
cedent is afforded even during the
present session for the course adopted
as & ‘Bill to amend and continue the
operation of the Road Act, 18117 was
considered and amended by both
Houses without protest or demur. For
the above reasons T request the Legis-
lative -ssembly to comsider its nmend-
ments on this Bill on the respective
merits of such amendments.”

I do not wish to add anything to what
I said at the last sitling of the House.
I feel it would be somewlhat unfair for
me to do so except lo say that if hon.
members wish to make a comparison
between Continuance Bills of the sort
named and Continuance Bills presented
to the British House of Commons as
alluded lo in Message 28, they will find
a Bill of the latter deseription in a
volume of General Public Acis 1914, and
they will there find in Chapter 23 an Aet
for the continuanee of various expiring
laws. They will find that the Act consists
very largely of preamble and two clauses
and schedules, of which there are four,
containing the Acts whieh expire exiend-
ing over four pages. 1 have not eounted
the Aects, hut there must be at least 30.

The Colonial Seeretary : Different
Bills?
Hon. W. KINGSMILL : Containing

different Bills. Tt is obvious when that
practice was formed, it wounld be im-
possible to. insert amendments in eon-
tinuing Bills, hut it does not apply in our
case and as I have already said in the
first place we may negleet this beeause
our Standing Orders set out what we
should do explicitly and suffeciently. If
that is not so and we take this info con-
sideration the circumstances of Continu-
ance Bills in this State and before the
British House of Commons they are so
vasily different that the proeedure in
connection with one eannet possibly re-
late to the procedore in connection with
Aanother.

[COUNCIL.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {Hen.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.283]: My ob-
jeet in moving the adjournment last
evening was to give me sufficient time
to consider the position which had arisen.
After having eonsidered it, 1 have come
to the same conelusion as Mr, Kingsmill
that a Message should be sent to the
Legislative Assembly requesting a con-
ference. I sapport the motion,

The PRESIDENT : There i= no re-
muest for a conference.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The Message will
lead to that.

Question put and passed. .

BILL—PERTII MUNICIPAL GAS
AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and on motion by Hon. A, (3. Jen-
king read a first time,

SELECT COMMITTEE, RETIRE-
MENT OF C. F. GALE.
To adopt Report.

Debate resumed from the previeus day
on motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, “That
the report of the select committee bhe
adopted,” and on the amendment of Hon.
J. Cornell, “That paragraphs 4, % and
10 be struck out.”

Hon. W, KINGSMILL {Melropolitan)
[4.251: T understand that at preszent we
are debating the amendment which has
heen proposed by Mr. Cornell to strike
out certain paragraphs of the report, the
said paragraphs heing 4, 9, and 10. I
intend, therefore, to confine the remarks
I make at this stage of the proceedings
entirely to paragraphs 4, 9, and 10, re-.
serving any remarks T have o make on
the main question to the time when
that main question arises. The prin-
cipal ohjection faken hy Mr. Cornell
and the leader of the House, who i¢
supporting the hon. member in his
contention, i that paragraph 4 eon-
cludes with the words, *Your ecam-
mittee is therefore of opininr  tha
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Mr. Gale las heen illegally retired.” 1
have eiven s report and the evidence
very careful study indeed and it is nai-
ural I should do so bhecause it was at wy
instanee that the committee was appointed
te consider what | thought was an aet
of wsross injustice, an act of foolish ad-
mivistration and an unfair act to the
public and to the eivil servants and Mr.
Gale himself, and 1 maintain that the
evidence which las leen elicited, and
elicited in some cases from unwilling wit-
nesses. woes to show that I was perfecily
right in all threc contentions. T intend
now only to deal with the question of tha
tllegality of the relirement of the oflicer
in question, Mr. Cale was retired »s
what is known as an excess officer under
Subsection 7 of SBeciion  of the Public
Service Act. Te was retired under that
subsection under TFExecutive (ouncil’s
minnfe which explicitly sets it forth.
He was not retired under Section
9 as a whole, he was not retired
nnder any other subseetion of See-
tion 9. Now Bubsection 7 deals with
excess officers. Mr. Cornell and the leader
of the House hoth quoted Mr. Saver as
saying that this is an arzuable point. Mr.
Sayer has never said anything of the
sort and if the hon. gentleman had taken
the trouble to read the evidenee—>Mu.
Cornell heard it no doubt—apparently
the portion that is important in this eon-
neetion has slipped his memory,

Hon. J. Cornell: T wish t¢ make a per-
gonal explanation. I intended to infer
that in the dismissal of Mr. Gale. Afr.
Sayer held that lhe could not be retired
under the section Mr. Kingsmill savs it
was purported to vetire him, but under
another subsection of the same section,
and 1 think hon. members will find that is
the onlv question T asked Mrv. Sayer. I
asked Mr, Sayer, was Mr. Gale illegally
vetired and he said it was arguable. He
said Mr. Gale had a remedv and that
remedv was to claim his salary and a
court of law would then decide his
leealiiy or otherwise. T wonll just like
to read question and answer 763 which
is the only question T asked Mr, Sayer.
Tt ic as follows:—
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You say the only section of the Pub-
lic Service Act under which Mr. Gale
could have been retired is Subsection 2
of Section 91—Yes. You say it is ar-
guable, and that being the case, evi-
dently there is & doubt in your mind?
—It is not so clear as I shonld wish it
to be. Although you hold it is argu-
able, the fact remains Mr. Gale has
been retired?—Yes, T would like to
know is there any provision of any
Act which gives Mr. Gale the night w0
ltave an interpretation of this argu-
able seetion, if not he may bhe a vie-
tim?—If Mr. Gale considers or is ad-
vised that it was not within the power
of the Executive to refire him, he can
claim to he siill filling the office. That
i his position; claim his salary,

That i1s the only question I asked Mr.
Saver.

Tton. W. KINGSMILL: T
thank 3¥r. Cornell for lelping me so
wuch in my argument, He will insist
upen referring to the arguability of re-
liring Mr. Gale under Sunbsection 2 of
Section 9. As a matier of fact, Mr. Gale
was never relired under that subsection.
He was specifieally and explicitly retired
under Subsection 7 an an excess officer.
Let us see what Mr, Saver savs with re-
gard to Mr. Gale being an excess officer,
and wilh regard to the legaliiy and pro-
priety of his being retired under Sub-
section 7 under which, as a matter of

have to

7
faet, he was retired. Question 714 sheds
an allogether different light upon this
question than Ibhat which has been shed
upon it by fthe Jeader of the House and
AMr. Cornell. The chairman of the seleet
committee =aid to Mr, Saver—

My question a little while ago, whieh
vou lave not wyel answered. was
whether in yonr opinion Mr, (3ale had
heen illegally retired?

We must remember that in asking the
witness this question. the chairman of
the commiitee was asking the prineipal
legal adviser of the Govermmnent who had
retired the gentleman in question, and
who would, if any {rouble arose ont of
this maiter, have been entrusted with the
task of framing the defence. if indeed
there was a defence, on bhehalf of the
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Governmient. The chairman of the com-
mittee was ‘a bold man to ask sueh a gques-
tion, but Mr. Sayer, with that adroitness
to which the chairman alludes as having
been demonstrated previously, said—

I have to give you a reason for my
opinion. I could not say in my opinion
he had been unlawfully ov legally re-
tired, all T can say is this: That while
Mr. Gale is within the Public Serviee
Act, and so long as the office that he
fills continnes, he cannot he removed
from that office without ecanse personal
to himself, that is incompetence or mis-
conduct, unless there is a reason in the
Public Serviee Aet to juslify it. Then,
is there anything in the Publie Service
Act to justify it? From all T can find
1 do not think he would be an exeess
officer within the meaning of Subsec-
lion 7; T do not think that applies.

And yet that is the subsection which had
bheen applied.

Hon. J. Cornell: If the hon. member
wishes to be fair to Mr. Sayer he will
read on.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Of course I
wish to be fair to the Solicitor General.
He says—

They purported to retire him,

What is the mearing of the words, “they
purported to retire him?” Mr. Gale
ceased to he Chief Protector of Abori-
gines under the subsection which, Mr.
Sayer, says, did not apply to him. Then
Mr. Sayer savs, “They purporfed to re-
tire him.” Ag a matter of faet, they did
retire him under this very subsection
which, Mx, Sayer says, does not apply to
him. Tf that is not illegally retiring 2.
Gale, T do not know what is. It is open
for the Government, if thevy wish to take
up the eonrse which Mr. Sayer says is
arguable—it is not a strong position, and
I presnme that the position they are in
now, as a direct inferenee upon what Mr.
Sayer says is not arguable, is so bad that
there can be no argument about it at all
—if, as T say. they wish to take up ihat
position it will be taken up from the
point of view of their principal legal
adviser, and the only thing for them to
do is to have a sperial Exeentive Couneil

[COUNCIL.)

meeting in order to relire Mr. Gale vver
again nnder Subseetion 2 of the Act. My,

He

me so, and 1 have not

Gale does not wish to make irouble.
has not told
spoken very much to him on the subjecl,
but from what I know of him, as the
result of a long aequaintance with him,
1 think be is a man who has always
treated other people fairly and expects
fair treatment from other people in re-
turn. 1 ask hon. members through you.
Sir, if ibey consider that Mr. Gale has
received fair treatmment in this instance?
Tt was one of the most grave pieces of
injustice which has ever been perpe-
trated towards three parties—the public,
beeause Lhey lost the services of a tnan
who is a capable and efficient officer and
who has served the State for 22 years
faithfully and well, and who holds a
record in the serviece of which anyone
might be pround; the eivil sexvice, because
they have had introduced into their minds
an element of unrest which has affected
the entire service as a result of the
methods employed in the retirement of Mr.
Gale; and, lastly, Mr. Gale himself, the
unfortunate vietim of, what is ealled, the
policy of the Government. The policy!
Tn the word “policy” there is an under-
lying idea of something about which there
is some continunity, some fixed scheme
upon whieh to work, but what evidence
of any continuity or fixed scheme is there
in (his so-called policy which brought
about the retirement of Mr. Gale? Mr.
ffale was vetired over six months ago.
The pretext put forth for this retire-
ment was the amalgamation of the two
sub-departments, the Aborigines Depart-
ment and the Immigration Department.
Any other pretext would have done. The
pretext which was put forward before
for such a thing failed on aecount of the
head of one of the sub-departments not
being qualified to take on fhe position of
Chief Protector of Aborigines. This was
on the occasion of the proposed amalga-
mation hetween the Charities Department
and the Aborigines Department. It is
all too obvions. What the Government
wanted, apparently, was to get rid of
Mr, Gale at any price, bnt why, I do not
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know. Mvr, (iale comes inlo the category
of Mr. Roe. Captain Hare, and some
other well.kpown public servants, What
he did I do not know. T cannot imagine
his having done anything which would
arouse the animosity of any fair-minderd
eniployer.  Apparently, however, he has
doie 0 al some lime or another, and
mnst <uffer the consequences. I do not
think it is necressary to po very mueh
further into the yuestion of the illegality
of the retirement as outlined in the report.
The leader ol the House quoted, T think,
from Question 770 with regard to that
subject and with rezard to dr. Sayer's
remarks as to its not heing material under
what subsection Mr. Gale was retired.
That wus in the second part of Mr, Sayer’s
evidence. I can imagine Mr. Sayer, who
is & quiet man and a seeker of peace,
eoming back to the committee in a terri-
fied condition when it was pointed out,
to him what an error he had made in
the evidence he had given, and I can
imagine his feelings when he realiced that
perhaps he had given the show away on
the part of the Government, whose legal
adviser he was and 1is, and can also
imagine him sayving, “Tt does not matter.
If there is nny tronhle about this T will
say it did not matter a bit whab subsee-
tion AFr. Gale was retired under, That
does not matter a serap.” That is the
only defence he has put up. In answer
to Mr. Cornell, in regard to Mr. Sayer's
attitude on lhis subsection, I need only
refer to Question 720, Mr. Sayer crystal-
lises his opinion as to the arguability of
the retirement of Mr. Gale under Sub-
section 2 as follows—

In my opinion, if Subsection 2 of
Section 9 applies, he was lawfully re-
tired. and if it does not apply [ think
he was not lawfully retired.

As a matter of faet, the Government
never endeavoured to apply this sub-
section at all. ¥t was Subsection 7 under
which Mr. Gale was retired. Tt is much
the same as the case of a man, who was
brought up hefore the police eourt and
charged with dronkenness, being given
14 days’ imprisonment by the magistrate
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without his defence being heard, on a
chavge of having stolen chickens, a charge
u):on which he was not accused at all.  Mr.
(iale is accused of being an excess officer.
Mr. Saver savs he was not an excess
officer, but still the (lovernment retired
him, and vet the leader of the House
and Mr. Cornell have the temerity to
assert that the opinion voiced by the
seleet committee, that he was illegally
retived, is not jusiified. I venture tosay
that everyhody, even those versed in the
niceties of the law, will agree that the
legal aspect of the ecase ig that Mr, Cale
was illegally retired. With regard to
the equity of the case, 1 am prepared to
leave that in the hands of hon. members.

Hon. J. Cornell: I suppose some hon.
member will take up a brief for Mr.
Gale against the Government.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: That is very
likelv to be the aflitude which the Gov-
ernment night be expected to take up. It
is not a creditable attitude for the Gov-
ernment to take np, to stand within what
are possibly their legal rights. [ shall be
pleased to learn from the Colonial Secre-
lary, when e rises to speak on this ques-
tion, what the intentions of the Govern-
meni are in regard to this officer, not on
account of Mr. (iale himself, bul in order
that the public may be satisfied that
their servants are going lo be well
treated, that the public service itself may
have some little feeling of confidence in
their employers, without which feeling
the serviee would be no good at all, and
in order that justice may be done to an
admirable officer, who has been unfairly
picked out for this adverse treatment.
T reserve any other remarks I may have
to nake for the debate upon the general
question. I desire to say, however, that
I do not see that the commitiee could do
anything else but hold the opinion, which
the majority did, that Mr. Gale bad been
illegully retired, that, although he was
walking about Perth without doing any-
thing, he was still legally the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines. I do not think they
could bave closed their labours without
putting in the recommendation they did
in Clause 10 of the report, which reads—
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Your committee therefore is of the
opinion that Mr. Gale should he re-
quested to resume his duties.
It is obvious ta hon, members that I
intend to oppose the amendment which
has been moved by the hon. Mr. Cornell.

On motion by Hon. A, Sanderson de-
bate adjourned.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE —
HORSE-RACING CONTROL.

To adopt Report.

Debate resumed from the 26th Octo-
ber.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West) [444] : 1
do not desire to speak very fully upon
the report which has Dbeen brought
forward by the committee appointed
for the purpese of inquiring inte
this  «uestion. 1 desire to say,
however, that when My, Colebateh
stated that members of the committee
had all made up their minds before they
were appointed, he made & statement
with whieh T do not agree. Ti is true we
all beld certain opinions in regard to cer-
tain phases of the question, but T believe
we all had an opea mind on the im-
mediate question of the hest methods o
be emploved for dealing with the evil
which was gencrally admitted to exist.
Speaking for myself I was a noviee in
rezard to malters velaling io horse-rac-
ing, but the information which was eli-
cited from the varipus witnesses enabled
me to arrive at certain conclusions which
are embodied in the report. Members
of this House will reaiise that when 10
men selected from the two Houses of
Parliament meet to diseuss a question of
this nature, a great difference of opinion
must exist on many points, and it was
my attitude theve, and it will be my at-
titude here. to deal with any measure
broaght forward as lhe outecome of the
report in such a way that the views of
the majority might prevail. The report
of the committee represents tlhe resulis
of the watured judgment of the mem-

hers of that committee. based on their’

own personal observations and the evi-
dence addueced. I do not agree with the
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whole of the report but. as a member ¢t

the committee, T am prepared to support
the adoption of the report by this Cham-
ber. There is only one elause in the re-
port to which I take the most emphatic
exception and it 1is that which deals
with the question of national sweeps. 1
opposed his clanse being included in the
report and I wish to take every possible
opportunity of opposing any attempt to
place any such provision on the statute-
book of this State. I believe that no
nation ¢an progress, no people can de-
velop, when they depend upon the ele-
ments of ehanee for success. The vital
characteristic which is to be fostered in
any community is that of endeavouring
to produce something by their own en-
ergies and efforts, rather than Micawber-
like they should sit down and wait for
something to furn up, something which
they have done nothing to produce and
in  which the element of chanee is
emphasised. We lkunow that those
who take part in sweepstakes have no
eontrol over the results, They simply
cast their bread upon the waters and
trust that a munificent power will bring
them back something manyfold move
than they have cast on the waters. This
principle is diametrically opposed to
the development of national and indi-
vidual life, and therefore I oppose the
reeommendation of sweeps being included
in the veport. T shall oppose any at-
tempt to make this any portion of the
legislation which might be produeed as
the outeome of the report. I disagree
with Mr. Colebatch when he said that all
we require to do is lo enforce the law
as it stands in regard fo the suppression
of illegal acts on racecourses, and that
that will bring about the cure which
we desire. Tf we are to stand still and
say that the law as it exists is sufficienr
we shall make no progress. Tt is neces.
sary that some legislation should be in-
troduced to curtail these evils. If the
law of to-day is sufficiently definite to
enahle the evils to be dealt with, there
is something wrong in connection with
the administration, I would be prepared
to enforece the law but it seems to me to
be necessary that some other hody should
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be charged with the woirk of seeing that
it 15 administered, and that abuses whieh
have grown up amongst us should be
removed, I have not anything further to
say except to repeat my emphasis in re-
gard to my opposition to the establish-
nment of national sweeps, and to state
again that it is necessary that further
legislation should be introduced for the
¢ontrol of this great national evil
Hon. F. CONNOR (North—on amend-
ment) [4.52]: As Mr. Allen has stated,
it is fairly well known that a number of
men dealing with a question of this kind
would not see it through the same spee-
tacles, If the amendment is earried, the
whole usefulness of the report will be
destroyed. It wounld then be a report
without a heginning and without an end.
My friend Mr. Cullen, who moved the
amendment, invariably rushes into all
these things, whether he knows anything
at all about them or not. He is always
anxious to teach hon. members their duty
and he does his best to dictate to us as
to the value of what we propose to do or
what we have done. 1 am sorry he is not
in his seat to hear my remarks, I was
almost going to say that his action in
this case was impertinent, but as that
would be unparliamentary I will not say
it. A pgood deal of evidence was collected
by the committee and the two points
which are of the greatest value are those
which declare that there is too much
horse-racing and too much gambling. To
the best of their ability the members of
the committee dealt with those two phases
of the question and recommended the
course that should be adopted. One re-
commendation is that horse-racing should
be reduced, and it was left to the Gov-
ernment to determine to what extent the
reduction should take place. The com-
mittee also say that there is toe much
gambling, and the evidence of the auth-
orities in that respect is that they have
not the machinery whereby they can sup-
press it, I sincerely bope the House will
agree to the report as it is,
Amendment put and negatived,
Hon, J. CORNELL (South) (4.56]:
I intend to support the adoption of the
report, but I intend to reserve to myself
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the right to adopt whatever course | may
think advisable when the recommenda-
tions appear before ws in the form of
legislation.

Hon, F., CONNOR (North—in reply}
[457]: There is not much more to be
said in regard to the report of the selert
committee, The work of the commiliee
has been useful. Tt has brought promi-
nently forward the fact that the evil of
over-gzambling exists, and it has also
been provesl by the evidence that the
aunthorities have not the necessary power
to stop gambling, and partieularly street
and shop hetting. So far as the question
of legulizing bookmakers is concerned.
there is a recommendation in the report
which the Government ean take to them-
selves if they like. They may cither ab-
olish the hookmakers or license or con-
trol them in some way. Opinions were
expressed by responsible witnesses with
reference to (he totalisator and the ae-
tion of the Government in granting li-
censes, A few weeks ago the Government
actually granted totalisator licenses to
two new classes of clubs, namely the
Trotting Association and the unregis-
tered; and, even worse than that, they
redueed it to a 5s. totalisator. If the
Governmenl were in earnmest in connec-
tton with this matter they wouid aot
have done such a thing. Tt is the most
wicked action the Government have yet
taken. On the 12th December, 1911, the
Premier in another place said—

There is no intention on my part 10
extend the operations of the totalisator
to other than the Trotting Association
and I gave the assurance when I was
moving the second reading of this Bill
that until such time as Parliament has
been given an opportunity to deal
with the control of racing the opera-
tions would not be extended. As Lo the
Western Australian Turf Club, it has
wany champions here, and T think it
has more influence and control over
members of Parliament than I antiei-
pated, or I would not have dreamed of
introdueing this measure.

That is clear evidence that the (overu-
ment did not then intend to grant the
lotalisator to the unregistered elubs. OFf
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course I must admit that some of the
men concerned in the unregistered clubs
are really decent fellows; but there is no
getting away from the fact that the unm-
registered is an irresponsible body, 1o
which the concestion should not have
been granted. Their proposition is of
no use in respect to the breeding of
horses, 15 in faet nothing bat a gambling
machine. I have nothing more to say.
I thank bhon. members for having ex-
hibited so much patience towards me.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.4 p.m.

Regislative Hesembdly,

Thursdey, 25th October, 1915.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: Midland
Junction Abaiteirs and Sale Yards, aud-
ited accounts lo 30th June, 1915.

[ASSEMBLY.]

By the Minister for Mines: Regulation
under the Coal Mines Regulation Act.

QUESTION—ABORIGINE CHILD-
REN IN MISSIONS,

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY asked the
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): 1, How many children were eared
for by each of the following Aborigines
Missions for the financial year 1913-14,
and the amount paid by the Aborigines
Department to each of these missions for
the support and eduncation of the child-
ren for the same year:—Australian Ab-
origines, Beagle Bay, Ellenshrook Home,
New Norcia, Presbyterian  Church, Salva-
tion Army (Girls’ Home), Sunday Island,
Swan Native and Half-easte, Drysdale
River Ahorigines Mission? 2, How many
children are now cared for in each of
the said missions? 3, What amount dees
the Government intend granting to each
of the said missions for the current finan-
cial year for the support and education
of their children? 4, Will the Govern-
ment resnme the former practice in re-
gard to the report of the Aborigines
Department, namely, to have the report
laid on the Table of the Honse and
printed, as all other departmental re-
ports, for the information of the public?
5, If not, why not?

Hon. R. H. UONDERWOQOD (Honorary
Minister) replied: 1,—

No. of Expen
Name of Mission, Children, diture,
1913-14. | 1913-14
£ ad
Australian Aborigines 35 470 8 2
Beagle Bay .. . 143 §00 0 ©
Elensbrook .. .. 4 3419 6
New Norcia .. .. 43 350 0 0
Presbyterian  Church | Unknown | 144 9 1
Selvation Army . 18 218 1 8
Sunday Island .. 62 200 0 O
Swan Native and Half-
caste .. . 43 500 12 6
Drysdale River Nil Not sub-
sidised.




